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Hew York, Friday, December 30, 1859.

The Ktwi.
Neither the North Britoj\, due at Portland, with

Liverpool aduces to the 15tli inst.. nor the Canada,
due at Halifax, with European news to the 18th,
l ad arrived up to the closing of the telegraph
office o last evening.

In the House yesterday the discussion on party
politics and the slavery question was renewed.
The monotony of the debate, however, was re¬
lieved by a colloquy between Messrs. Grow, of
Pennsylvania, and Branch, of North Carolina.
The affair grew out of Mr. Grow'a explanations
respecting the defeat of the Post Office Appropria¬
tion bill at the last session of Congress. It is
thonght that a duel will, perhaps, ensue between
the parties. The House had another ballot for
Bpeaker, but without effecting a choice. The
democrats concentrated upon Mr. Scott, of Cali¬
fornia, who also received the votes of seven South¬
ern opposition members.
The telegraph furnishes a brief account of an at¬

tempted servile insurrection in Bolivar, Missouri.
The outbreak was promptly suppressed by the
citizcrs, and armed partiee were scouring the
surrounding country in search of the fugitives-
In connection with the despatch containing the
particulars of the rising of the blaves, we publisha
curious document, showing the contemplated field
of Old Brown's operations in the slave States.
This field embraced portions of Alabama, Flo¬
rida, Georgia, Kentucky T-nni«fnr,t. mt..

South Carolina and Tennessee. Now, it is not
? quite clear where the servile outbreak alluded to

above occurred.whether in Missouri or Missis¬
sippi, as both States abound in Bolivars. But in
the programme of Old Brown, which we publish,
the town of Bolivar, Mississippi, is marked out as

a spot where an insurrectionary movement would
be likely to succeed. The population of this
town, according to Old Brown's memorandum,
consists of 395 whites and 2,160 slaves.
There was quite a jubilee among the republicans

Of this city yesterday, consequent upon the cere¬
monies extending a welcome home to Wm. H.
Seward from his late Europeu tour. At half-past
ten o'clock A. M., the Old Men's and Young Men's
Republican Central Committees assembled in par¬
lor No. 41 in the ABtor House, where the reception
ceremonies took place. The room was densely
crowded, and Mr. Beward entered in charge
of a sub committee. He was received with three
cheers. Ex-Judge Peabody, the Chairman of the
Old Men's Central Committee, welcomed him in an
extempore speech, carefully refraining from mak¬
ing any allusion to the political events of the day.
Mr. Seward made a brief reply, giving a synopsis
of the remarkable characteristics of his
travels, and made his prcroration with¬
out alluding to the "irrepressible conflict,"
John Brown, or other kindred subjects.
After tlie ceremonies at the Astor House,
Mr. Seward repaired to the City Hall, where he
was met by Mayor Tiemaim and other officials,
when speeches were made by the Mayor and Mr.
Seward. Ex-Gov. King, Hon. Truman Smith, of
Ct; Hon. Mr. Briggs, of Ohio; Henry Ward Bjech-
er, and a host of wire pullers, hangers-on and
raiiill fry politicians made up the assemblage. The
two principal getters up of the reception were
James Kelly, the Receiver of Taxes, and ex-Judge
Peabody, who are among the endorsers of
"'Helper's treason manual." Mr. Seward left town
at half past four in the afternoon, per Hudson
River Railroad, for his home at Auburn, N. Y. His
Bon and Ids nephew, General Clarence Seward, ac¬
companied him. The reception on the whole was
a very formal and tame affair contrasted with the
cercmonies at the departure of Mr. Seward from
this country iff May last.
During the day yesterday wc experienced quite

a change in the atmosphere, and shortly after dark
a snow storm set in with every project for a sea¬
son of sleighing. The ground Is in exi*iient condi¬
tion to receive it. The snow fell so densely an the
rivers as to somewhat retard the free navigation of
the ferryboats; the pilots, therefore, were obliged
to use much caution in navigating their craft. Fo^
whistles were freely used to aid them in their
work.
The sale of the Brooklyn ferry leases, postponed

until yesterday by Comptroller -flaws, was further
indefinitely postponed, until the decision on the in-
junction sued out by the city of Brooklyn, restrain¬
ing the sale, shall bo decided by the SupremeCourt of Columbia county. The argument will be
beard on the 5th proximo.
The examination into the case of the yacht Wan¬

derer is going on privately before the authorities
at Boston. The two Portuguese women who were
decoyed on board at Flores, were examined on
Wednesday last. It is stated that it does not appearifana far that any of the crew were in complicityWith the commander of the vessel.
?mounts from Brownsville, Texae, to the 'JOth

fast, Mate that Cortinashad met with a defeat and
bad retreated. No particulars of the bottle are
Bites.
Oapt wmJans, of the ship Gem of the Ocean,Which arrived at Boston from Calcutta on Wednes¬

day, reports thai ea the 18th ult., in latitude 1 south,
longitude 34 west, spoke the British ship Errington,
Own Liverpool lor Calcutta, la ckarg? ct Uig b?wu<1

utile, ti'C captuii; .';id mute having di <1 fum tl.o
ctlVe ti> of jioiitcu adminutdrtd by the &tcwa:d four
days i-ic viously

i bout liulf past four o'clock yesterday rooming
a fue waa discovr red iu the second floor of No. 8J
A' n s*li eet, extending through to Ncckman ctreet.
occupii d as a niaiiul.ictory of gilt rauuldiag* and

looking glasses, and Wetore it could be subdued ni*

buildings on Bcili nun street and live cu Ann
street v ere totally destroyed, and several of the

adjoining buildings were fcveiely damaged The
particulars of this extensive conflagration fre given
in another part of to-day 'a paper. The loss of the
sufferers Ls estimated at nearly half a million of
dollars.

Fight citizens of Ottawa. Illinois, were indicted
on Wednesday, under the Fugitive Slave lair, for
the rescue o! an alleged fugitive slave ia October
last.
We have news from tiic West Coast of Africa

dated Benin, the 2d of October; Old Calabar, the
1st; I-agoa, th£ 10th. and Sierra I-eone, the 21st of
November. The Camerooua was in a very unset¬
tled state in consequence ofun anticipated rise of the
slave population. Great sacrifice of life was feared*
Iiysentery was very prevalent among the Kroo-
men. At Bonny the Kegcnt Illollah Popple had
murdered a woman accused of witchcraft, and a

civil war was feared in consequence. A large
number of soldiers and emigrants had arrived at
Fernando Po from Spain. Another attempt had
been made to fire Lagos. Business, however, in
palm oil was brisk. Cojoe, King of Accra, had
been taken prisoner and confined in the fort. Trade
dull at Cspe Coast. Her Britannic Majesty '» ship
Spitfire bad captured a slaver at Jacknel, with 469
slaves on board.
The sales of cotton yesterday embraced about BOO bales,

chiefly in (tore, on the basis of 11c. Cor middling tin'.am'g.
The firmness of holders chcckad talcs of flour, which was

in good demand from the trade, and with som? purchases
on speculation. Southern flour wis quite steady, and the

dcniuLd was fair and closed w.thout change of moiacut
in quotations. Wheat was inactive, and sales small at
$1 21 tor Milwaukee club, and f 1 40 for Western white,
and at $1 50 a $1 55 for prime Kentucky white. Corn
was more active, and better, with tolerably free sales at

quotations given in another place. Pork was heavy, with
moderate sales of mess at $16 12,V, and of prime at
$11 6C,'» a $11 75. Sugar more firm and in good demand,
with sale's of about 900 hhds. and 300 boxes at rates given
in ano'her column. Coffee was firm, while sales were

confined to 3C0 hags Rio at full rates for good quality.
Freights were lirm, with more doing, especially for Liver¬
pool and London.

The Republican Party and It* Pros¬
pect*.The Reserved Conservative Vote
of the North.
The return of W. H. Seward from his recent

travels in Europe, Africa and Asia very natu¬
rally recalls our attention to the republican
anti-slavery party, of which he is the great
apostle, and to its prospects in our approach¬
ing Presidential election.

Mr. Seward will soon discover that during
his absence abroad there have been some re¬

markable events at home, and that these
events have brought about a popular reaction
on the slavery question, against which it will
be perfect folly on the part of the republicans
to adhere to ''the one idea" of his Ro¬
chester manifesto.the abolition of slavery.
Indeed, we think he will also discover,
before many days have passed, that there
is a very strong desire and purpose among
some of the republican managers again
to set aside the author of said manifesto,
on tho ground of availability. But in any
event, whether set aside or taken up as the
republican candidate, we apprehend, from the
present aspects of the political field, that Mr.
Seward and his sectional principles will again
be the defeat of bin party, aa In 1852 and 1836.
Some of our Southern fire-eating politicians

are beginning to revive their old clamor of
disunion in the event of a olack repub¬
lican President in 1860, and are dis¬
posed, meantime, to give up the contest in
despair. They have made up their calculations
upon the following basis: That the republican
party, since 1856, having held fast to the States
which voted for Fremont, and having beaten
down the democratic partem two successive
elections in Pennsylvania^ind New Jersey, and
having divided and crippled the democracy of
Indiana and Illinois so as to render the acqui¬
sition of those States an easy matter, the repub¬
lican managers have the game in their own
hands, and the result is a foregone conclusion.

This, however, is a superficial view of the
subject. The Northern elections of the last
two years have gone by default Over half a
million of voters are held in reserve.a hun¬
dred thousand and more in New York alone.
The bulk of this reserved vote Is conservative,
and is beginning to manifest itself in Union
meetings, in denunciations of Brown, Helper
and Mr. Seward's "irrepressible conflict." It
is a reserved vote, holding the balance of pow¬
er, and awaiting the organization of the party
movements of the day. New Jersey and
Pennsylvania are afloat, the States which
decided the election of 1856. The oppo¬
sition party of New Jersey is only a fu¬
sion for local purposes, between the republi¬
cans andw Know Nothings, upon a truce which
has now expired. The same may be said of
the people's party of Pennsylvania. It is a

loose coalition of odds and ends, organized for
local purposes, and wholly inapplicable for
the larger necessities of a Presidential cam¬

paign.
Detached from the conservative Know No.

things and old line whigs of New Jersey and
Pennsylvania, the republican party is reduced
in thoso States to a paltry faction. But how
are these discordant opposition elements to be
combined at Chicago? "There's the rub.-' We
fear that the task will be found as impractica¬
ble as that of fusing the Lecompton and anti-
Lecompton democracy and South Americans
upon a common candidate for Speaker. The
Chicago Convention will most probably go
just far enough on the back track to disgust
the radical abolitionists, without going far
fnough to satisfy the conservative opposition
elements of the Central States.

As matters now stand, this reserved North¬
ern popular vote of over half a million is await¬
ing the order of battle for the succession
Upon the broad national platform embodied in
the name of General Scott, the bulk of this
vote might at once be secured to a new
national party; but from the dilly-dallying and
shilly-shallying of Know Nothing executive
committees and old line whig executive com¬
mittees, in the work of organization, we begin
to suspect that the mass of these floating popu¬
lar elements will be left to float into the demo¬
cratic or republican camp. In this view of the
subject, the Charleston Convention, in seizing
and appropriating the democratic Unio» game
of 1852, may recovcr the ground they have lost,
and carry the election.
But to do all this a new democratic captain

will be necessary, as well as a new platform.
No outstanding, hold-over candidate, no sec¬
tional agitator, no rebellious Presidential aapi-

wwwer. He must be a n<;w own. and.

ib a politician, a comparative obscurity, if you
ebocf e, of tne pattern of l'olk ;ind Pierce ; and
he um.it come. not fcoui the South, not froiu a

c«'iitra) 3li< le, not from the Kuat, but from the
Great W'oat. The South, upon any reliable de¬
mocratic Union candidate ami plotforui, will
\ot< tit. a unit ; the East is beyond recovery ;
but the Great West, with a Western mini, may
be rescued from tho republicans, and Peunsyl
vania. New Jersey, and even New York, may
thus tileo be reclaimed.
The Charleston Convention will have the ad¬

vantage of the initiative movement for the pow
erful reserved conservative vote of the North
The democracy can afford to bid higher for it
than the republicans. To this end the general
progres-ive policy, foreign and domestic, of
the President's message is the true Union
platform for the Charleston ticket The chaffy
resolutions of the Cincinnati Convention having
broken up the party, something more substan¬
tial will be required to reunite it. The guiding
lights of the message, the drift of the preseut
popular reaction on the slavery question, the
reserved Northern consorvatire Tote in the
Central and Western States, the trouble and
alarm in the republican camp, and the great
ruling popular ideas of Union, business and
progress, ought to teach the Charleston Con¬
vention the way to victory.
At all events, and under any probable or¬

ganization of parties, the chances are now

agaiust the republicans. They stand commit¬
ted to a sectional crusade, and before the meet¬
ing of their National Convention, in June, their
expected Northern allies and reinforcements
may be arrayed against them. They may be
routed and put down as was the old whig parly
in 1852.. or they may fall to the ground between
two stools, as in the contest against Mr. Bu¬
chanan.

Criiue and Immorality in High Life
'Abroad.

We give in another part of this paper re¬

ports, extracted from our foreign files, of two

very remarkable cases. one a civil action
brought by a wealthy English commoner

against a peer of the realm, the latter having
been guilty ©f adultery with the wife of the
former: and the other the trial and conviction
in a French criminal court of a mother who
burned her daughter's child, bora out of wed¬
lock, and under the most remarkable, not to
say revolting, circumstances.
We believe that we should be quite false to

our duties as American journalists did we not
lay the full particulars of these caseB before the
public. On the one hand, we find a peer of
Great Britain, a most noble Marquis, using his
coronet as a means whereby to debauch the
wife of his friend. The influence of the privi¬
leged class of England can hardly be under¬
stood iu this country, where there is no aristo¬
cracy save that of money, and that obtaining
no special respect. But an English peer is a

vastly superior beiDg to the commoner, no

matter how rich, how learned or how clever
the latter may bo; and when this position is
prostituted to base ends, the lieinousness of
the actual crime is proportionately increased.
The shameless way in which the Marquis of
Anglesey and his paramour lived together in a

fashionable hotel in the centre of London re¬
calls the history of the orgies of the titled
profligates in the reigns of the Third and Fourth
Georges, and presents but a sorry picture of
tne morals or tire .»uio«ai)y 0r the

Eresent day. If we look to the nf
le in tireat nruain, we snail lind this taint

running through them, and occasionally
breaking out in cases like that of Madeleine
Smith, or the more recent one of Doctor
Smethurst. Lower still in English life, the mur¬
der of an old man by his mistress. Maria
Manning, and the scenes at the execution of the
murderess, go far to prove that England, with
all its glory, wealth and power, hath not yet so

far emerged from barbarism that the London
Times can with propriety eet itself up as the
teacher of a moral code to foreign nations.
The French case is horrible in its details. A

young girl, brought up in the midst of luxury
and refinement, handsome and accomplished, is
so unfortunate as to have her mind tainted by
a bad book. She breaks through all moral re¬

straint, in a manner which seems to show that
lasciviousness was with her a disease, and
finally descends to an amour with a servant,
who was not only vulgar, but positively ugly.
This man she chooses as her husband, and
bears a child by him, in order to force her
mother into consenting to the marriage. The
scene should now properly change to Dahomey,
instead of the loveliest part of the most polite
nation in the world. But we are, unhappily,
dealing with facts, not fiction, and we have the
horrid details of the burning of the child by
the grandmother, "to save the honor of her
daughter."' We have not read in the annals of
crime a more sad and revolting account than
that of the Lemoine infanticide.
There is a special lesson in these cases which

should l>e heeded by such journals as the Lon¬
don Times and the Paris Constiiutimnel, which
are fond of sneering at the model republic, as

they call us. They are especially industrious in
collating from the American newspapers all .

the criminal news, and commenting upon it in
the worst spirit. If a border ruflSan, a thousand
miles from the metropolis, shoots his com¬

rade, the Oonstitutionnel immediately writes
_an article to show that there is no law in any
part of this country, save that which is admin¬
istered at the point of the Bowie knife or the
muzzle of the revolver. If a negro, who has
committed some diabolical crime, is lynched
in Mississippi, the London runts straightway
argues that the hanging of slaves by their mas¬
ters is among the every day amusements of the
Southern planter.
Now, what we say is, that this Pharasaical

tone.this get thee behind me, for I am holier
than thou, order of argument. is sufficiently
impertinent at any time, but with such a state
of morals existing among the higher classes in
England and France as these recent dcvelope-
menta seem to indicate, it is absolutely absurd.
The model republic ia as yet a new country.
To it the European governments send rogues
without number. We have to keep them in
order as best we can. But, with all our faults,
we are still behind the French and English in
cool, calm, deliberate rascality. The greater
part of the premeditated crime in this country
Is committed by foreigners, who have fled from
the vigilance of the French and English police.
But among American citizens of the respectable
class, we claim that there reigns a purer nnd
bettor code of morals than that which obtains
among the upper and middle classes of England
and France. We bare given to day the facts to
verify our M^t'-mont. And until the foreign

papers cau bring tws .Amerlcia owca to match
those of Anglewy and Lemoine, we inust main¬
tain that the best of the argument reoMiits on
llii* hide of the Atlantic.
Uhk Akulo-Guatkuala. Tkutv.The Dum/js

Ri sinkss..We print elsewhere an article from
die Oacela Ofbial an oflicial gazette of Guate¬
mala- -^hich undertakes to justify the late
treaty between Guatemala and Great Britain,
by the terms of which the latter acquires the
right of sovereignty orer Belize and a large
tract of country adjacent on the Bay of Hon¬
duras.
Among the reasons which the Guatemala

paper at&igns as influencing its government to
enter into the negotiations, there is one exceed¬
ingly amusing. It appears that it was a sacri¬
fice on the part of that disinterested and sym¬
pathizing government, from which the United
States has received so many proofs of friend¬
ship and good will, for the purpose of healing
up the differences between us and Great Bri¬
tain. In other words, Guatemala surrendered
to England all that in her most grasping mood
she ever laid claim to, and all to which the
United States ever contested her pretensions,
M an act of friendly interest, and a tribute
towards the restoration of a good understand¬
ing. This is a novel way of encouraging the
intervention of friendB, and will, perhaps, in¬
duce the United States to enter again into
the support of Guatemalan rights against
British or other aggressions. We are quite
ready to agree with our astute Central American
contemporary, that Guatemala was not bound
in any direct way to the provisions of our con¬
vention of 1860 with Great Britain. As that
convention, in part at least, was made In her
inter&ts, she might have waited for its results;
for even if she never obtained any practical
benefits under It, she could never be put in a
worse position than that to which she has now
purrendered herself voluntarily.
The strongest point in the article which wo

translate is decidedly that which is supported
by the quotation of one of the additional arti¬
cles to the treaty of 1856, negotiated between
Lord Clarendon and Mr. Dallas. That treaty,
fortunately, was not ratified by the Senate of
the United States, and may be regarded as a

repudiated and disgraced document. Its se¬
cond additional article did concede, as of right
to Great Britain, all to which she ever set up
pretensions, and all that her convention with
Guatemala secures. How Mr. Dallas ever came
to admit such an article is inexplicable. It
was in entire opposition to the expressed and
oft-repeated views and instructions of every
administratiop, as also opposed to the unani¬
mous opinions of the statesmen and people of
this country, and was furthermore, without
doubt, an influential reason for the rejection of
his treaty. We have yet to find the authority, in
any document emanating from this govern¬
ment, for the insertion of Buch an article, and its
admission can only be characterized as a blun¬
der or a weakness on the part of the American
negotiator. The Gazette of Guatemala may,
therefore, rest assured, that the treaty of Its
government with Great Britain, surrendering
Belize and its surrounding territories, was
never contemplated by any competent au¬

thority in the United States. The carelessness
or weakness of the American Minister in Lon¬
don cannot be taken as an interpretation of the
views of the American government, especially
when wo find that hie acts were not only in

by the constitutional tribunal to which they
| had to be submitted, and the sanction of which

they had to receive, before they could become
of the slightest vital force or effect.

It is said that the protest ofMr.Clark, the Ame¬
rican Minister in Guatemala, was made without
instruction or authority; but however that may
be, wc are sure that it is a better exposition of
American sentiment and policy than the article
in Mr. Dallas' treaty, by which the government
of Guatemala seeks to justify its shameful sur¬
render of its rights to British arrogance and
pretension.
Triumph of toe Steam Firk Engine.Revo-

ix'TIon in Extinguishing Fires..Yesterday
morning, as the reader will see in another
column, a Gre took place in Fulton street,
which (destroyed property to the amount
of half a million ofdollars, and were it not for
the operations of the steam fire engines, proba¬
bly the lire would have equalled the great fire
of 1845, and perhaps that of 1833, when the
victorious flames achieTCd a conquest of
twenty millions worth of property.

Hitherto a great prejudice existed in New
York, particularly among th' old firemen,
against the innovation of the steam engine in¬
troduced here from Cincinnati, where it had

j been very successful. Three or four had been
made here by order of the Common Council,
but owing to the feeling among the firemen

i they have not become general. The result of
J the lire yesterday morning, however, has
almost completely removed that prejudice, and
the oldest firemen now admit the vast supe¬
riority of the steam engine over every other
engine yet constructed for extinguishing fires.
In the intensity of cold weather the difference
is rendered still more striking, and it was
owiig to the accident of the excessive cold on
yesterday morning that the firemen generally
became convinced of the merits of the steam
engine.
The great fire in 1835 took place in the same

month.the night of the 16th of December.in
a store in the rear of the Merchants' Exchange.

The wind was blowing fresh from the north¬
west, and the weather was intensely cold. It
was with the greatest difficulty that the engines
could be kept in working order ; barrels of
brandy and other spirits were kept beside the
engines and emptied into the boxes to keep them
from freezing. The firemen were compelled to
put brandy in their boots to keep them from
freezing. But every exertion failed, and it was
necessary to blow up buildings in order to ar¬
rest the progress of the lire. It raged for fifteen
hours, burning ov«r a space of fifty acres, from
Wall street to Coenties slip and Broad street, a
region of the city at that time covered with drygoods stores and warehouses, filled with the
most costly merchandise. Seven hundred build¬
ings were destroyed, which, with their contents,
involved a loss of twenty millions of dollars.
The insurance companies were made bankrupt
Had the steam fire engines boon then in ope¬ration the Iohs would have been comparatively

small ; and had they not been at work yester¬
day morning thesis no telling how far the fire
might have extended, or what the amount of
the lor.s might have been. The steam lire en¬
gine docs not depend on the weather for its effi¬
cient y. Jn l.';adon. Cincinnati and Fhilaflol-

phia two horses aro alwa/a la harness, ready to
bo hitched in nn instant to tlie engine. Only two
men are absolute!/ necessary to bring it to the
field of operations- the engineer and u man to
drive tbe horses, riding on the back of one of
them. So satisfied are the Philadelphia lire-
men of the superiority of the steam engine, that
when an account of the fire reached them yes¬
terday by telegraph, they sent a message here
offering to bring one of their steam engines by
railroad. Cut their friendly aid was then un¬

necessary, thanks to the courageous efforts of
our firemen and the success of our own steam-
engine.
Considering that during tbe mouth fires have

taken place in this city destroying upwards of
a million dollars worth of property, it is high
time that the Common Council should establish
steam fire engines all over New York. The ex¬

pense is great ($4,500 for each engine), but the
number required would be comparatively small.
The Hibernia Company, of Philadelphia, who
paid us a visit a short time ago, and received
such a splendid reception, raised the funds for
their steam engine by subscription. But what¬
ever these engines may cost the city, it will
gain by them in the end.

Thk Nkuro Insurrection in Missouri Con¬
tinuation OF THK InUKl'lttbhlULK CONFLICT. It
will be teen by a telegraphic despatch from St.
Louis, in another column, that an incipient ne¬

gro insurrection showed itself on Monday night
in the town of Bolivar, in the slave State of
Missouri. It is a remarkable fact that almost
immediately after Mr. Seward made his cele¬
brated "irrepressible conflict" speech at Ro¬
chester, John Brown's treasonable foray was

organized and subsequently developed at Har¬
per's Ferry; and that now, on the very eve of the
return to this country of that great instructor
of the irrepressible conflict party, a negro in¬
surrection should break out in Missouri. Al¬
though the citizens ol Bolivar succeeded by
their promptitude in driving the insurgent ne¬

groes from the public square into the woods,
and thuB saved the town from the conflagration
which the negroes threatened, it is evident that
the intention was to commence then and there

a negro insurrection. The negro is, in an emi¬
nent degree, an imitative animal, easily led
astray, and prone always to follow the example
of the white man, and though neither brave nor

very excitable, is often carried away by that
kind of passion for glory which led the five free
negroes who accompanied John Brown to par¬
ticipate in an attempt in behalf of their own
race. Thus the negro is often found.acting
under evil influences.to commit deeds, the
consequence or criminality of which he is igno¬
rant of. It was doubtless the sympathy excited
for Brown and his followers, as well as the re¬

cent action of some of the slave States with re¬

ference to the disposition of free negroes, that
instigated this attempted insurrection in Mis¬
souri.
But whatever the cause, or however futile the

attempt, it is significant that it should have oc¬
curred just now. At all events, it shows the
monstrous impudence of the republican party
in Congress, in endeavoring to force a man in¬
to the position of Speaker.the third political
office in the country who endorsed the
abominable doctrines of Helper's book.
Helper appeals, be it remembered, to the non-

slaveholding whites and free negroes of the
South to rise up against the slaveholders ; and
this is precisely what the live free negroes of
Jnhn Brawn dU at Hariwr'n Ferry, anil dnuKK
less wnii tne irec negroes at Bolivar contem¬
plated on Monday night Yet in the face
of these results of the atrocious teachings of
Helper's book, and the manifest condemnation
t receives from a majority of the
people, the republican members of Con'
gress insist upon putting into the Speaker's
chair a man who recommended its circulation,
and to thiB day refuses to condemn its doc¬
trines.
The John Brown treason, with all its bloody

consequences ; the recent insurrection in Boli¬
var, Missouri; the subscriptions of money
for John Brown's family, which the managers
thereof do not limit to number within a million
of relatives, or sympathizers; Seward's Roches¬
ter manifesto, and Helper's infamous book, are,
it will be perceived, all parts of the same ma¬

chinery.portions of the same programme to
create a servile insurrection in the slave States,
to carry out the irrepressible conflict between
the contending forces of the North and South,
and thus destroy the commercial prosperity of
the whole country, and break up this great con
federacy in a grand wreck. This is the plat*
form upon which Mr. Sherman seems to stand
in the contest for Speaker.

Oi'R Military Affairs. The report of the
Secretary of War, which wc published on

Wednesday in full, has probably bean read with
very general interest. In its statement of the
numerical organization and actual strength of
our army, it sets forth facts which at once explain
¦why the predatory forays of bandits like Corti-
nas have been so long suffered to go unpunished.
Although its authorized strength is 18,165 men,
it appears that its actual number on the 1st of
July last was but 17,498, and that out of this
there were only 11,000 men in a condition to
take the field. Now, taking into consideration
the fact that there are 130 permanent garrisons,
posts and camps to defend, scattered over an

area of three millions of square miles. It must
at once be evident that so small an effective
force is utterly inadequate to the duties which
it is called upon to perform. Although the
Secretary expresses a hope that he will next
season be able to make such a disposition of
the troops as will prevent any further repetition
of the outrages on our Southern and Mexican
border, we are afraid that he will fail in accom¬

plishing that desirable object. Until the mis¬
take is remedied of endeavoring to meet by a

peace establishment a condition of things which
is in reality one of constant and active warfare,
the protection afforded to our Territories must
always fall far short of that which is demanded
by our power and dignity, as well as of the con¬
sideration which hi owing to our troops, who
ar«-expos«d to greater fatigues and hardships
than those of almost any other government.

A<-adejit Mtsxc.The 1'atti Bsskftt..The weather,
tat Digbt, was not favorable to a 'Htplay of public mthu-
sUum, or a general turn out of opera goers. Still tlw
benefit of Miss PaUi formed a sufficient attraction to fl'l
the Academy In every part, wiUi a thoroughly nwtropo-
lilan audience, assembled to honor an exquUite artist
whose corecr so for hns been brilliant in the extreme.
Tho programmo Tor the night Included tbo whole of " Li
ftonttambula," with MIm Patti, Brlgnoli and Amodio; the
first act of << La Traviata" with Mme. Colp.on and Stigelli,and the second act of " Lucrexia Borgia" with <ia//«nlga,a medio and HtlgclH. These performances hnvn, hereto
lore, been noticed at length, and wo liava nothing to add
to our prertona impressions. Mlfn Patw oun,- Amina as
exquititflb' nti <u cr, and improver! npnn hi r iioh jx r-

oi tM Hunle to tlnj sccor.d act. 'tUo u a fit). *

Quently recalled mk' much yetted by the public. Brignag
gained t-pttial horurw Klviao, and Gazziniga wmtm flu*
a» ever ia the Lucri '"». Tho "Don Giovauni" wui U*
given to b.gtit, the last performance of the jcaho*.

Hipect<-<l IVewk from Harope.
NON-AUUIVAL OK TUB CANADA.

Saw villi, N. D , Dec. 20.Kviulug
There aro yd no signs u', IUlifax of the steamship 0*

uada, now in her thirteenth &iy f. oiu Liverpool.
NON-AKK1VAL OF TUB N(, I'.IU 1IKITON.

t* Poktland, Dec. 29.11 1'. ti.
There are as yot no signs of the steamship North

Briton, now over duo hero, with Liacrjool dates, via
UuooufiWwc, of tho 16th Inst.

Great Union Han Meeting In Rochester.
Roc.vkstkr, Dec. 29, 1869.

A large Union meeting wan held in this city last era*,
ing, which wan a dressed by ex Governor Hunt ani
others. The resolutions adopted were or rather * mixed
character, but the principal one is the following;..

Besotted, That we cannot too ktrongly rebuke the if wit
ment that the election of a hreiideut by a constitutional u
jority having views of public policy with which the tlni ijjdo not coincide, would furnish a just cauaeforthe dlsaoluUaatof our Union; we, on the contrary hold suah lenUmentsteba
disorganizing aad traitorous odious to all patriotic aadUnlrn loving men, and disgraceful to the civilization of ttaa
age; and we oereby give to our fellow citteaoa, Ka»t, We*,hrrib awl South, our moat solem p edge that wlioever napbe elected President of these United States, in a conaUta-
tlonalwar, shall recede from -..a, In the lawful disuhtrge of
hi* dutlea, the same willing obedience aud energetic supportwhich we bare given ti each and all of his predeoeasors; aog
we hereby declare our firm aod unalterable p .rpoae to aaa-
lalo and proteot hlin in Uut law ful discharge of these dutlea
from all enemies within or without, at home or abroad.
There was an effort to lay this resolution on the labia,

but it pasted by a largo majority, and th5 meeting ad¬
journed.

The Fugitive Slave Law.
INDICTMENT AGAINST KIOHT ClTl/.KKd Of OTTAWA,

ILLINOIS.
CniCAOO, Dec. 29, 1969.

Tho Grand Jury of the United States District Court last
evening found an indictment, under tho Fugitive Slav*
law, against eight citizens of Ottawa, Illinois, for the res¬
cue of an alleged slave in that city in October last.

Newt from Mew Mexico.
I.MjKrgXDKNCK, Dec. 20. 1859.

The New llexicau mail, with dates of the 6th inst., ar¬
rived hero to day. The Navajo Indians are again hoetile,having killed one man aud wounded other?, who went to
trade with them. The outgoing mail, which loft here four
weeks auo, was attacked by the Indians beyond tho Ar¬
kansas river. An escort was with the mail aud the Indiana
were repulsed. None of tho mail party were hurt. This
mail came with More & Itcesc's train to tho crossing of
tho Arkansas, and from thence by the air line no Indians
wore teen. Tho mail party experienced very cold wea¬
ther, and their mules were kept from treezing with diffi¬
culty. «

Newt from Brownsville.
Nrw Ori.ka\3, Dec. 29, 1869.

The ft'amship Arizona is below. 8ho brings $150,00tin speck: and Brownsville dates of the 'JOth inst. Cortinaa
had met with a defeat, aud he had retreated. No further
particulars aro given.

Personal Movement*.
Ai i.rsTA, Dec. 28, 1859.

C. C. Memlnger, appointed by Iho Governor of South
Carolina as Special Commissioner to Virginia, has aocepted
the ofllce.

Senator Wlgfall, of Texas, has arrived here. He leaves
for 'Washington in the morning.

The Norembrga Bank.
Boston. Dec. 29, 1869.

The Noromhega Bank been put in tho hands of re¬
ceivers , and its affairs wound up. The cashier has loaned
apparently some $20,000, without tho knowledge of the
president and directors. .Tho circulation is stated at
$76,000, but tho Bank Commissioners think it will all b«
redeemed.

The Fort Wayne and Chicago Railroad*
Philadkiphia, Dec. 29, 1869.

Tho Philadelphia Committee of Bondholders aud Board
of Directors of the Fort Wayne and Chicago Railroad, after

a very harmonious session, have agreed upon W. B. Og-
den, of Chicago, as receiver of tho road. J. P. Kdgor-
ton the receiver appointed by the Ohio courts, has re¬
signed.

Lou of tlie Ship Heidelberg.New Orleans, Pec. 29, 1869.
The ship Haritana, from Genoa, lias arrived here. 91m

lias on board tbo crew of the ship Heidelberg, which
auiik on the 22d iqeL

Weather Report.
Thukspat, Dec. 29.8 A. IT.

Montreal.Weather very cold and clear; thermometer
17" bolow zero. Tho river frozen opposite the city.

Boston.Thermometer 7° below zero; weather clear; ice
rapidly forming in the bay.
Rouse's l'oint.Thermometer 30* below zero.
St. Johnsbury.Thermometer S3° below zero.
Ogdensburg.Thermometer 20' below zero.
White River Junction.Thermometer 24" below zero.
Hudson, N. Y..Shortly before sunrise the thermometer

stood 14° bolow aero.

Market*.
New Orixavs, Dec. 28, I860.

-Cotton easier i

pcol 19 32d.
- , i'oniLE, Dec. 28, 1859.Cotton firmer: sales to day 6,600 bales; middling lo^c.

Acocsm, Dec. 28, 1859.Cotton firm: sales 1,000 bales.
Sava.vkah, Dec. 28. 1809Cotton unchanged sales 690 bales.

Pmonin.PHiA, Dec. 29, 1859.Flour firm: sales 2,500 bbls. superfine at $5 50. Wheatactivc; red $1 88 a $1 35; while $1 40 a $1 45. Corn de¬clined sales 1 ,000 bushols at 75c. for new yellow. Whis¬key 26>*c. a 27>ic.
. Gencisnati, Dec. 29, 1859.Flour unchanged. Whlukey dull and declined «c.Wheat advanced 2c. Corn firm. Hogs firm and demandfair: sales to-day 1,700 at $c a $G 30. Receipts to day12,000. Hess pork $10. Bulk meats 0c. on the spot, and

8c. for future delivery. Lard hold firmly at 10c.

The Sunken Stctnuhlp Granada.
The steamship Grannda, Captain McGow&n, which was

sunk on Wednesday night, by coming in contact with
masfti of floating ice in the North river, lies sunk oil' the
end of pier No. 30 North river, foot or Chambers street.
The vessel lies In an inclinod position, the forward part
being pretty well out of water, and tbo stern and quarter¬
deck completely under water. The cargo consists of
fifty-eight bales of cotton, two hundred barrels Offlour, twenty five barrels of stoirine and twenty-
five barrels of clarified sugar, brought from
New Orleans. The cargo is materially damaged,
but the loss Is fairly eovered by Insurance.
The damage to the vessel and equipments cannot bo as¬
certained until tiio vessel shall have been raised, but it
is presumed it cannot full short of l'rom six to eight thou¬
sand dollars.fully insured.
Yesterday tho insurance companies had charge of tb<3

vessel, and were preparing two powerful steam pumps
for the purpose of clearing and floating her.
Among the suflcrers by tho affair wore the sailor®,

waiters and liremen, who lost all their clothes aud valua¬
bles.
The Granada is advertised to soil on the 4th prox. ; but

it is not probable she will be ready at that time; if not,
the Ariel will supply her place and sail on the 6th prox.
for Havana and New Orleans.

Cexoul Tajik Skait.no Pond..Tho pond was in excel¬
lent condition yesterday, to which fact tho hundreds who
spent the day there can testify. Indeed, on no day this
season has it been in such apple-pio order. Although tho
weMher is still evidently a little too cold, yet the number
at the pond was largo In comparison to Wednesday.
There were as many as half a-dozen curling clubs on tha
ice playing at this favorite game, which, by the by, docs
net appear to meet with as much Cuvor as might be sop-
pceed, from its nature, it would, ix't all, however, who
refuse to sco anything in it, just participate In a game,
and they will be convinccd that it is a superior game,
and one well calculated to bring their muscles Into play.
an all important consideration to Young America. The num¬
ber of lads at the pond y«ster<lay was very large. It i*
truly astonishing to see with what rapidity they loan b»
skate and put older faces to the blush. Some of them
cut an 8 or an «tgle with "the first man," aud one young
fellow who has certainly not neen more than thirteen
summers, could, with his skates, write bis name on tho H»
with wcnderful correctness and ease. Our reporter, who
donned a pair oi skates on the occasion of his visit yester¬
day, was put completely to the brush by lads to whom ha
might in all beneaty, as Tar as years go, bear the rotation
or parent In short, lata 11 who know uot how to skate
buy a pair and learn ; and let all those who have known
how, briifh up their practice. It is said there have been
sold in this city, up to this timo, over hair a million pair*of skates. Who would not like to be In the business?

Arrivals and Departures*
ARRIVALS.

From Belize, Hon, in the bark Cuba.J W Bait.
DKPARTCBE3.

For Liverpool, I a *t*» mahlp America, from BcsUm*. Mra Che's
C»rtner, Ww .1 Kinkeraoa, Capt W Peterson, M|» Patent *
and daughter. Mr R 1) Forbes, Boaton; Mrs Suatln » Deeoaae.Roxbnrj; Wm Campbell, Frsrldeaee; A l,ndwtpKSCerraja«-nopuio, New York; John Merria, wife and two eSndrou, Iowa;L Sarajn, Cincinnati; R Tuilaek, Henry MyenkjfJaUCornla; 0*piWilliamson. JIBU aerilce: Xdw Powtr, Wm Wood, John Hoaa,Wm Sutherland, Robert Hamilton, Knglaud; t Oodlkan. Parte;

A Favrot, Switzerland; O n Vurqutota, AJitonto Tulro, Spata.27. For Halifax.Wm Mc«han, Dune in Bunjett, J«i« ..
I tall, Boaton; J H Upton. J L Mora, New York; Mia D MoKan-

zle. Wm McLeod, California; U Uaroe. Royal fajb»eer>i.JWFatlllo, Gloucester; Win Henry, Wm r Bruwn, Wnilatn Blaa^adder. darnel Fuller, Halifax; leano Burmhlll, Nora Deotla. ¦
Hand, WTHarrle, Cnrnwallle.17. Total 44.
For (Umnnah, In the ataaauhlp MnaUtoaaery.W B Wm

and wife, P Malaen. J| K MUaa, X M Hotee, Theodore *«.»£-David Tounf, Mlaa Margarat Touna, K PendeRraat. .1
Jr. lira (tarflWd. Iaaaa Beau^^ota Harea,|Alo* J^inrar.Cha. '<.* IVvoHn, K H OwUiet«J. .TohnYonng, wife aadcwMj
Ml* « Mai fount, ,t Tavlor, M ttuawcU, l-vanoVsco BulUn» una
wtfe-&u<l IT in


